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The goal of this assignment is to read, summarize, and respond to a piece of education
research. The article provided discusses the findings of psychologist Carol Dweck regarding
the effect of praise on children. The quick version of Dr. Dweck’s findings is that praising
children for their innate abilities is harmful, while praising them for their effort is beneficial.

Your final submission should be a typed paper (no more than three pages double-spaced,
please) that someone can follow without having read the article. Details on how to accomplish
this are given below. With your permission, I will upload your paper to the course website,
so that other educators searching for information on this topic can consider your opinion.

1. Read all five pages of the article at:
http://nymag.com/news/features/27840/
(You have to click at the bottom of the article to advance to the next page.)

2. Briefly summarize Dr. Dweck’s experiment and her findings.

3. Decide whether you mostly agree or mostly disagree with the interpretation of the
experiment given in the article.

4. If you mostly agree:

(a) Quote two pieces of the article with which you are in particularly strong agree-
ment.

(b) Explain why you personally agree with the quoted statements. (This does not
have to be backed by research, but you should provide convincing personal or
anecdotal reasons for your feelings.)

(c) Mathematics, perhaps moreso than any other subject, is a domain in which a
child’s solution may be utterly, demonstrably wrong. In your teaching, how can
you strike a balance between praising their effort and pointing out flaws in their
work?

5. If you mostly disagree:

(a) Quote two pieces of the article with which you are in particularly strong disagree-
ment.

(b) Explain why you personally disagree with the quoted statements. (This does not
have to be backed by research, but you should provide convincing personal or
anecdotal reasons for your feelings.)

(c) Since you disagree with Dr. Dweck’s interpretation, how do you interpret the
findings? Is there some other factor causing the difference in test scores, or is the
entire experimental design flawed?

http://nymag.com/news/features/27840/

